Shakespeare in Matlock — Sunday 2 July

Hall Leys Park in Matlock will play host to a Summer's afternoon of Shakespeare in love
on Sunday, July 2. Venus the Love Goddess will meet the audience at the Bandstand at
2pm before taking them on a tour of the park to meet an array of colourful characters
from Shakespeare's plays.

The Shakespeare Stroll, performed by 1623 theatre company and funded by Matlock
Town Council, is a unique collection of 10 love scenes from 8 Shakespeare

plays, suitable for all ages. Venus' good actor friends Ben Adams and Rebecca Gadsby
take on the roles of 8 Shakespearean couples including Romeo and Juliet, Hamlet and
Ophelia, and Bottom and Titania from A Midsummer Night's Dream.

1623 theatre company - "uplifting ... unusual and entertaining" (British Theatre Guide
2006) - performs Shakespeare and leads workshops in non-traditional theatre

spaces. Past performances have taken place in an award-winning show garden, a
public art gallery, rural village halls, inner-city schools, a town square, and a disused
quarry. Audiences and participants have included community groups, students, festival-
goers, gardeners, youth theatres, and The Prince of Wales and The Duchess of
Cornwall.

Ben Spiller, Artistic Director of 1623, explains: "Hall Leys Park is a wonderful setting for
the show, which celebrates love in all its many guises from the stark drama of Macbeth
to the knockabout farce of The Taming of the Shrew. There really is something for
everyone along Shakespeare's course of true love."

For more information visit www.1623theatre.co.uk.




