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MATLOCK TOWN COUNCIL  
 
 
Minutes of a meeting of Matlock Town Council held on Monday 01 October at 
7.00 pm in the Imperial Rooms. 
 
Present:  Cllr D Barker in the Chair 

Councillors:  B Hopkinson, Mrs S Burfoot, Mrs A Elliott, 
Mrs C Hopkinson, M Burfoot, S Flitter, T Rosser, G Stevens, 
B Tipping  

 
Also Present:  3 Members of public 

Angela Walsh  - Derbyshire Times 
Inspector Shaun Woodcock - Matlock Constabulary 
PCSO Karl Millward - Matlock Constabulary 

 
In Attendance:  Susan Smith (Town Clerk) 
 Indre Plieskyte (Clerical Assistant) 
 
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 
The following points were raised: 
�x Hall Leys Park – East Midlands in Bloom award  
�x Knowleston Place/Church Street footpath 
�x Narrowing of footpath outside Frankies Café/Bar 
 
POLICE MATTERS / VISITING SPEAKER – Inspector Shaun Woodcock 
Inspector Shaun Woodcock introduced himself to the Council and answered 
questions from the members which included: 
�x Apparent reduction in police presence in the Town 
�x Update on problems on Artists Corner 
�x The effectiveness of CCTV cameras 
�x The Designated Public Places Order area of coverage. 
 

Cllr. S. Flitter arrived at 7.18 pm 

�x Door step crime in the area. 
�x Police input into road closure notices. 
 

188/07 APOLOGIES   
Mrs U Lunn (illness), S.Flitter (delayed arrival due to work commitments)  

 
189/07 MAYOR’S ANNOUNCEMENTS 

22 September – Fun Day in Hall Leys Park – The Mayor couldn’t attend due to 
illness. The Deputy Mayor was away. Apologies were sent to Churches Together  
25 September – Dales Housing’s Annual General Meeting in Bakewell  
30 September – Civic Service of Worship and Thanksgiving of Ashbourne Town 
Council 

 
190/07 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 

District Councillors D Barker, G Stevens, S Flitter, B Hopkinson, T Rosser and Mrs S 
Burfoot individually made the following declaration: 
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”I will participate on the basis that this is a preliminary view only.  At the District 
Council I will consider the matter afresh, taking account of all evidence available at 
that time”. 
 

COUNCILLOR ITEM PERSONAL or 
PREJUDICIAL INTEREST 

REASON, if any 

Cllr G Stevens Planning item no.2 prejudicial Town centre trader 
Cllr S Flitter Confidential 

Agenda item 21 
prejudicial Work commitments 

with suppliers 
Cllr D Barker Planning item no.3 personal Known applicant 

 
191/07 PLANNING MATTERS: 

i)  Applications received  
 
Resolved:  that the under-mentioned comments on the following applications 
should be submitted to the District Council 
 

192/07 TO CONSIDER PLANNING APPLICATIONS RECEIVED 
 

NO: APPLICATION NO: DESCRIPTION AND DETAILS WARD MEMBER: 

01 07/00677/FUL Erection of refuse store – Baileys Mill 
Management Company – Baileys 
Mill, Bentley Brook, Matlock Baileys 
Mill 

No objection 

 
Cllr. G. Stevens left the meeting at 7.37 pm 
 

02 07/00721/OUT Erection of five storey extension to 
include 14 no. residential units, 
1544sq.m. gross retail floorspace 
(Use Class A1), car parking and 
access (outline) – David Nichols – 77 
Dale Road, Matlock 

No Objection 

Abstention: 

Cllr D Barker 

To maintain the Council’s previous objection to the proposed application, but to urge 
reconsideration to take account of the Council’s concerns. 
 
1 Proposed ‘change of use’ acceptable in principle, but at a smaller scale, not 

encroaching over the entire length of the applicants ownership as proposed, and 
totally out of scale with almost all other commercial premises in the vicinity.  As 
proposed, the development would have a detrimental impact on the Dale Road 
Conservation Area. 

2 Proposed design, although amended since the first application still appears out of 
character with its setting, and shown inadequate regard to the surrounding external 
space. 

3 Access and Servicing, including the turning requirements of larger delivery vehicles 
has not been properly considered.  Parking is provided only for the proposed 
apartments, with existing parking provision for the commercial use removed.  The 
proposal, if implemented, would exacerbate the existing congestion generated by a 
public car park, residential properties, apartment block, guest house, several 
businesses and an approved development on the nearby Garden House site – all off 
a short cul-de-sac access road, close to the A6 Dale Road. 

4 Regret the loss of a residential hotel in the Town. 
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Cllr. G. Stevens returned to the meeting at 7.47 pm 
 
03 07/00764/FUL Erection of fence (retrospective) – 

Mrs P Evans – 20 Woolley Road, 
Matlock 

Objection: 

Changing character 
of Woolley Road 

Abstentions: 

Cllr D Barker, Mrs S 
Burfoot, G Stevens, 
B Tipping, A Elliott  

04 07/00784/ADV 3 no. internally illuminated fascia 
signs and 1 no. internally illuminated 
projector sign – CWS Retail Financial 
Services – 2 Firs Parade, Matlock 

Objection:   

It is Matlock Council 
Policy not to have 
internally lit signs 

Abstentions: 
Cllr. D Barker and T 
Rosser 

05 PLS/SJG/G/4/Avii  Felling of an ash tree at the Funeral 
Directors, Knowleston Place 

Objection: 

Recommend pruning 

Against: 
Cllr T Rosser 

Abstention: 
Cllr G Stevens  

 
193/07 TO RECEIVE RECENT DECISION MADE BY DERBYSHIRE DALES DISTRICT 

COUNCIL – Noted 
 

NO: APPLICATION NO: PROPOSED DEVELOPMENT DECISION 
01 07/00594/OUR Erection of dwelling (outline) (renewal of 

04/07/0586) – Adjacent to 4 Bent Lane, 
Matlock – KL Blake 

GRANTED WITH 
CONDITIONS 

02 07/00656/FUL Erection of trolley bay shelter – Cawdor 
Quarry, Matlock – Sainsbury’s 
Supermarkets Limited 

GRANTED WITH 
CONDITIONS 

03 07/00682/FUL Single storey extension – 11 High 
Ridge, Matlock – Mr T Haddon Brown 

GRANTED WITH 
CONDITIONS 

04 07/00684/FUL Erection of conservatory – 3 Upland 
Drive, Moorledge, Dimple Fields – Mrs V 
Marshall 

GRANTED WITH 
CONDITIONS 

05 07/00685/FUL Erection of detached double garage – 9 
Tor Rise, Starkholmes Matlock – Mr A 
Ferguson 

GRANTED WITH 
CONDITIONS 

06 07/00689/VCOND  Retention of development without 
compliance with Condition 3 of planning 
permission WED/1093/0767/C (ancillary 
restriction) – Box Tree Cottage, Rutland 
Avenue, Matlock – John Burley. 

GRANTED WITH 
CONDITIONS 
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07 PLS/SJG/G/4/A7

&028.39 
Land to the North of 6 Jackson Tor 
Road, Matlock 

NO OBJECTIONS 

08  Holly House, Henry Avenue, Matlock GRANTS 
CONDITIONAL 
CONSENT 

 
194/07 TO CONSIDER LETTERS RECEIVED ON PLANNING MATTERS – Noted 
 

GENERAL : 
 

NO: CORRESPONDENT SUBJECT NOTES 
01 07/00649/FUL Proposed new House, 

Lime Grove Avenue, 
Matlock 

Withdrawn 

02 07/00652/FUL Two storey extension 6 
Prospect Drive, Matlock 

Withdrawn 

 
ADDITIONAL LETTERS RECEIVED: 

 
NO:  CORRESPONDENT  SUBJECT  DETAILS, IF ANY  
01 DDDC 07/00448/FUL County 

Sports and Social Club – 
Change of use and 
conversion of gymnasium 
facilities and offices to 
private members sports 
and social club – 
Chatsworth Hall Wellington 
Matlock 

It is recommended that the 
application be GRANTED 
WITH CONDITIONS. The 
application is to be considered 
at a meeting of the Council’s 
Central Area Planning 
Committee on the 2 nd October 
2007 at 6.00 p.m. in the 
Council Chamber at DDDC. 

02 DDDC 07/00602/FUL – 
Sainsbury’s Supermarkets 
Limited – Revision to 
layout of town centre car 
park with associated 
access and revisions to 
landscaping – Cawdor 
Quarry 

It is recommended that the 
application be GRANTED 
WITH CONDITIONS. The 
application is to be considered 
at a meeting of the Council’s 
Central Area Planning 
Committee on the 2 nd October 
2007 at 6.00 p.m. in the 
Council Chamber at DDDC. 

03 DDDC 07/00657/ADV – 
Sainsbury’s Supermarkets 
Limited –Display of 2 no. 
non-illuminated pergola 
signs and non-illuminated 
car park direction signs – 
Cawdor Quarry 

It is recommended that the 
application be GRANTED 
WITH CONDITIONS. The 
application is to be considered 
at a meeting of the Council’s 
Central Area Planning 
Committee on the 2 nd October 
2007 at 6.00 p.m. in the 
Council Chamber at DDDC. 
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04 DDDC 07/00697/FUL – 

Derbyshire Dales District 
Council – Formation of 
new entrance gateway, 
including steps and access 
gate – High Tor Matlock 
Bath Derbyshire 

It is recommended that the 
application be GRANTED 
WITH CONDITIONS. The 
application is to be considered 
at a meeting of the Council’s 
Central Area Planning 
Committee on the 2 nd October 
2007 at 6.00 p.m. in the 
Council Chamber at DDDC. 

 
Resolved: Cllr S Burfoot will represent Matlock Town Council at Derbyshire 
Dales District Central Area Planning Committee meeting, speaking on item 1 
above. 

 
MINUTES  

 
195/07 MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING  

Resolved: To approve the minutes of the meeting of Matlock Town Council held 
on Monday 03 September 2007.  Abstentions Cllr Mrs C Hopkinson 

 
Work in Progress  
It was agreed that Lead Councillors would give report verbally on their activities at the 
next meeting. 
 

196/07 TO RECEIVE THE MINUTES AND RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE FINANCE AND 
AUDIT COMMITTEE MEETING   

 Resolved:  to received the minutes from the Finance and Audit Committee  
 
GENERAL ITEMS  

 
197/07 INSTALLATION OF NEW LAMP 59966 ON FOOTPATH PROSPECT DRIVE  
 Resolved: to accept the quote. 

 
198/07 MATLOCK PARKS PROJECT:  PHASE 5 – HIGH TOR - NOTED  

Proposal Outline and plans for discussion – Appendix 3 
 Resolved: to submit the report as supplied by Cllr M Burfoot (appendix 1)  and 

include the following 
�x The path laid down by Frank Arkwright is quite obvious in places but needs 

repair/re-establishment.  The bonding has gone between the limestone and 
could possibly be replaced. 

�x Restrictions should be placed on the opening of the Artists Corner Toilet 
block which are due for refurbishment and which are now open for 24 
hours. 

�x New lighting columns are being installed at Artists Corner residents parking 
area which always has problems, could this area be made more secure? 

�x Welcome the fact that the entrance from Bath Fields is to be reinstated. 
�x The view of High Tor from Artists Corner car park should be opened up. 
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(It should be noted that certain elements of the scheme were not within Matlock Town 
Council’s jurisdiction, however comments had been made as they formed part of the 
overall scheme.  The Parks Project Officer from Derbyshire Dales District Council was 
to be invited to speak and respond to comments on the scheme at a future meeting.) 

 
199/07 MOTION  – Cllr M Burfoot  

‘This Council regrets the complete absence of any consultation about restoration 
proposals for one of the most important conservation sites in Matlock, and for which 
the District Council is anticipating substantial financial support from the Town Council’ 

 Resolved: To accept the motion 
Against: Cllrs: G Stevens, B Tipping, Abstentions: Cllrs: Mrs A Elliott,T Rosser 
 

200/07 HIGHFIELDS SCHOOL AND THE TOWN - Noted 
Cllr D Barker informed the Council that Dr Ramsey Tetlow, Headteacher at Highfields 
School had met with him recently and had been invited to attend the next meeting.  
He requested that all members consider how the School could become involved in 
local events and democracy. 

  
CLERK’S REPORT  

 
201/07 MEETINGS ATTENDED ON BEHALF OF THE COUNCIL - Noted  

a) FRIENDS OF HALL LEYS PARK – Exploratory meeting on the merits of the 
‘Friends of’ scheme.  DDDC will now take the matter forward.  
b) DERBYSHIRE DALES LOCAL DEVELOPMENT FRAMEWORK – Core Strategy, 
Issues and Options Stakeholder Workshop 2 – Leisure, Health and Crime 
 

202/07 DESIGNATED PUBLIC PLACES ORDER - Noted  
The Council have received a copy of the above order for their information. 
 

203/07 FURTHER INFORMATION – NAMING OF RELIEF ROAD - Noted  
In view of the public concerns over the naming of the relief road,  a ‘Public 
Competition’ run by DDDC will now take place – document supplied previously. 
 

204/07  TRAINING SESSIONS - Noted  
 
BASIC TRAINING COURSE FOR CLERKS AND COUNCILLORS 
Introduction to the Law and Good Practice of a Parish Council and is of particular benefit 
to new Clerks and Councillors 
 DATE WHERE COST START FINISH NOTES 
a Monday 

29 October 
2007 

Town Hall, 
Bakewell 

£15.00 / 
delegate 

6.00pm 8.30pm Buffet tea 
provided 

b Tuesday 
13 November 
2007 

The Hatton 
Centre, 
Station 
Road, 
Hatton 

£15.00 / 
delegate 

6.00pm 8.30pm Buffet tea 
provided 

c Thursday 
22 November 
2007 

Town Hall, 
Staveley 

£15.00 / 
delegate 

6.00pm 8.30pm Buffet tea 
provided 
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TRAINING COURSE FOR CLERKS AND COUNCILLORS 
This course gives Clerks and Councillors the opportunity to interact in group situations 
and allows time for questions to be addressed. 
d Saturday 

3 November 2007 
Hulland Ward 
Millennium 
Village Hall 

£20.00 / 
delegate 

9.30am 3.30pm Refreshments 
and buffet 
lunch 

e Saturday 
1 December 2007 

Village Hall, 
Ingleby Lane, 
Ticknall 

£20.00 / 
delegate 

9.30am 3.30pm Refreshments 
and buffet 
lunch 

 
205/07  FORTHCOMING MEETINGS - Noted 

WHAT  WHERE  WHEN  NOTES:  
Derwent Valley 
Line Community 
Rail Partnership 
meeting 

DDDC – 9.30am Thursday 6 
December 2007 

Steering Group meeting, 
followed by Working 
Group meeting at 
10.00am 

 
206/07 CONSULTATIONS - Noted 

Councillors are authorised by Council to respond to consultation documents, working 
in conjunction with the Clerk. (minute 821/05)  

CONSULTATION  CONSULTATION 
PERIOD  

NOTES  

Derbyshire County Council – 
Waste Site Allocations 
Development Plan Document 
– Pre-submission Public 
Participation Stage, Preferred 
Options Report 

Friday 28 
September 2007 
to Friday 9 
November 2007 

Visit 
www.derbyshire.gov.uk/wastesites  
for information 

 
 

207/07 LETTERS RECEIVED – Noted  
ITEM DATE  CORRESPONDENT  SUBJECT  
01 12/09/07 St.Giles Church Matlock Thank you letter for the donation of 

£100 
02 13/09/07 DCC Handrail – Footpath off Prospect 

Drive, Matlock 
03 15/09/07 Darley Dale Town Council Darley Dale Town Council Agenda 
04 17/09/07 St Mary’s RC High School St Marys’s RC High School Work 

Experience Programme 2008 
05 18/09/07 NALC LCR/Co-operative Bank Website of 

the year competition 2007 
06 19/09/07 DDDC Sherwood Hall 

 
CONFIDENTIAL SESSION  

 
208/07 CONFIDENTIAL MOTION  

In view of the confidential nature of the business to be transacted members of the 
press and public be asked to leave the meeting. 

 Resolved: to close the meeting to public and press 
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209/07 TO CONSIDER THE APPOINTMENT OF CONTRACTORS FOR THE SUPPLY, 
TESTING, ERECTION AND DISMANTLING OF THE CHRISTMAS LIGHTS IN THE 
TOWN 

 
Cllr S Flitter declared an interest and left the room at 8.55 pm 
 

Resolved: 
a) To order 100 light sets of 50 white bulbs for Christmas trees at a cost of 

£147.50 each plus vat 
b) To use the existing contractor for the installation and removal of the 

Christmas Illuminations at a cost of £8,700 (dependent on the final amount 
of trees to be installed). 

c) DCC would be asked to carry out the testing of anchor points throughout 
the Town. 

  
Cllr S Flitter returned to the meeting at 9.00 pm 
 
210/07 TO CONSIDER THE PURCHASE OF AN ALLOTMENT NOTICEBOARD AS 

REQUESTED BY THE ALLOTMENT ASSOCIATION . 
 Resolved: That a local supplier be sourced 

(National suppliers had been asked to provide quotations, a cheaper, wooden 
noticeboard would be more suitable given the location in which it was to be located.) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Susan Smith (Mrs) 
 
Susan Smith 
Town Clerk 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Chairman: ………………………………………….                Date: …………………….. 
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APPENDIX 1 
 

 
 

HIGH TOR – HERITAGE LOTTERY FUNDED RESTORATION SCHEME 
 
This uniquely important conservation site is certainly one of the jewels in Matlock’s crown.  It is 
also crucial that one of the oldest public pleasure grounds in England should be promoted to 
local residents and visitors, with improved pedestrian access. 
 
Comments on District Council Proposals 
 
1. Main path to summit from Pic Tor Lane.  The details shown on the drawing are somewhat 

‘sketchy’, so we really need to see details of the construction specification proposed for 
different sections of the path to be resurfaced,  but proper resurfacing of the entire lower 
section of path, with regular drainage grips or water stops and soakaways would have 
been preferable.  The proposals are neither ‘resurfacing’ nor effective patching of the worst 
sections of path, and are likely to suffer surface water erosion.  Some sections of path are 
currently uneven, but are not proposed for re-surfacing at all. 

2. Why is money being proposed to be spent on surface dressing the apparently well 
surfaced main access road to the summit from High Tor Road ?  The tarmac surface is well 
weathered and low key, providing an ideal walking surface, with only very occasional need 
for vehicular access.  At the same time the more widely used, but potholed and eroded 
path above is only to be patched in places. 

3. It appears incredible that the tarmaced access road above is to be terminated at the turn 
off to the telecommunications mast, with money spent unnecessarily on removal of the 
section leading to the summit, leaving no paved path or vehicular access at all for eg. 
maintenance purposes.  Since it is likely that pedestrians will still want to use it, why not 
simply allow grass to encroach on to it to narrow it down visually ?  The alternative grassed 
route is not obvious, will be wet or muddy in winter, is not even signed or marked, and is 
the only alternative to the Cliffside ‘Giddy Edge’ – not everybody’s favoured route, and 
where no safety improvements are proposed.  

4. While the Council welcomes the proposal to remove the temporary building at the summit, 
recently used as a Ranger base, is the hard, stoned former parking area in front of it to be 
soiled and restored to grass ? 

5. The Council also welcomes the proposed replacement of the decrepit fencing comprising 
the east boundary of High Tor, with new (presumably) metal, traditional-style estate 
fencing. 

6. Is all public access to the Fern and Roman caves to be prevented in future by the erection 
of ‘security’ fencing or will gated access be maintained for organised, guided walks ?  If so, 
what style of fencing is proposed ? 

7. Will an information leaflet and map be produced, as well as a proper interpretation board at 
the summit, for the benefit of visitors, and will low key waymarking / signage be introduced 
throughout the site ? 

 
The Town Council, as an important funding partner in all three phases of the Parks Scheme, 
would welcome comments and some explanation, and hopefully, amendments to this scheme 
where possible, prior to work commencing on site.  
 
                                                                                                                                     MTC-10/07 


